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with the practical tasks of total mobilization that National
Socialism gained the resources for its revolutionary progress.
It was a cunning trick of the National Socialist leaders to appear
to be deferring to every wish of the army in releasing the
revolutionary forces of total mobilization, while in reality they
were pursuing their own aims and were dislocating the close-
knit army by immensely inflating it. The relationship in the
deal of January, 1933 has been reversed by the clever tactics of
the National Socialists: National Socialism is no longer the
cover for the army, but the total mobilization of the nation in
the service of the growing army is the cover for the revolutionary
aims of the National Socialists, aims similar to those of the
Bolshevists, By adroitly relating its propaganda to the needs of
the army, the party has wormed its way into the life of the
nation under cover of the army until it no longer needs that
camouflage. It is the services required for military purposes
that have brought workers and employers, the lower middle
class and the great capitalists, alike under a severe and levelling
state control. The state machinery created for the purpose of
this control has been a welcome increase of the party's forces.
It has virtually placed the nation under martial law, and so has
provided a legal basis for National Socialist terrorism.
In this process a decisive part has been played by the members
of the civil government, the political leaders, who, in grotesque
contrast to all past governments, have been not a check but a
spur to the army, imposing on it their own will to war and their
readiness to stake the whole existence of the nation. Thus total
mobilization has provided the opportunity for the Gleich-
schaltung of the army, bringing it into increasing dependence on
the revolutionary dynamism of the National Socialists. Their
benevolent compliance with every demand of the army has
enabled the party to secure the utmost possible influence over
military matters. Conversely, the military leaders have found
the scale of their opportunities continually increasing, and have